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well watered by streams issuing from these mountains, whose sum- 
mits, in one part, are usually covered witli snow. The eastern side 
of these mountains is already celebrated as an admirable grazing 
country. The downs near Fort Philip have lately become well 
known for the excellent pasture they afford to sheep. The course 
pursued by Hovell and Hume in 1824 discovered a great extent 
of rich land. The general feature and character of the vast extent 
of country contained within the course of the Morrumbidgee and 
the sea by Lake Alexandiina, by Wilson's Promontory and Cape 
Howe, to the 36th parallel of latitude on the east coast of New 
Holland, may be, in a great measure, finally determined by this 
expedition. In like manner, the geographical knowledge of a 
large portion of country to the northward of the Morrumbidgee 
will have been completed, by tracing the Bogan into the Darling, 
and the Darling into the Murray. 



IX. — New Strait at the South-western extremity ofJ\"ew Guinea. 

The Java Gazette, of September 1835, mentions the discovery 
of a new Strait in the island of New Guinea. — It appeal's, that as 
far back as the year 1826 the Dutch Colonial Minister sent Lieu- 
tenant Kolff, of the Dourga, to examine these coasts ; who re- 
ported, that a river, as he supposed, existed about eighty miles 
to the eastward of Cape Walsh, the south-western extreme of 
Papua, or New Guinea. In 1828 a second expedition was sent, 
and the commander of it reported, that the river of Lieutenant 
Kolff proved to be a strait. In April 18S5, the schooner Posti- 
lion, commanded by Lieutenant Laugenberg Kool, was sent to 
decide the question ; who, on his return, confirmed the latter opi- 
nion, and gave the position of the western point of the Strait in 
7° 26' South latitude, 138° 44' longitude East of Greenwich ; and 
that therefore Cape Walsh is no part of the large island, or 
almost continent, of New Guinea. The strait has been named 
after the Princess Marianne- — the island after the young prince, 
Frederic Henry— and Lieutenants Kolff and Kool have given their 
names respectively to the north and south points of the island. 
Thus another atom of information is added to the balance against 
our utter ignorance of the shores as well as the interior of this 
vast island, extending from the Equator to 10° South latitude, 
and reaching in a N.W. and S.E. direction not less than 1200 
geographical miles, or double the length of the British islands ; 
of which, since its first discovery in 1527, and its re-discovery by 
Dampier in 1700, we have hardly attained any knowledge worth 
speaking of. 
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